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CHAPTER III

imaginative and a dreamer, and ready to fight for
his claims, he had been confident of a destiny
worthy of praise and envy. Then cruel and
unforeseen events had come upon him, linking
his ill-fortunes with those of the King of Sweden.
The latter, defeated at Pultawa, lost his prestige
and his power; Poland where he had established
Stanislas as king took back its former sovereign
Augustus II of Saxony in 1712.

Governor of the principality of the Deux-Ponts
on the left bank of the Rhine, and master of a
country belonging to Sweden, Stanislas Leczinski
owed to his protector's generosity a situation
which extenuated the bitterness of the loss of a
kingdom. He still had faith in better days, when
the death of Charles II, killed like a hero at the
age of thirty-six, came and destroyed his hopes.
Not only did he mourn a brother-in-arms, a dearly-
loved friend, and a prince whose virtues reminded
him of Alexander the Great; but he understood
what terrible tribulations he would have to face
henceforth.

After being hunted by the agents of Augustus II,
who were charged to assassinate him, and chased
from the Deux-Ponts, he finally found refuge in
France; the Regent gave him authority to take up
residence at Wissembourg and assured him of
the interest he took in his misfortunes. When
Pierre Gobert presented himself before this hapless
sovereign he was struck by his kindness and
uprightness and the tender, deferent affection he
showed towards Baron de Meszeck, Grand Marshal